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Hen we had a Defign abour two 
VW Years ago to invade France, as 
was generally thougkt, we wete 
teld,. that among a great many other odd 
Embarkations, there was a prodigious 
Quantity of Links aod Torches fhip’d on 
Board What the Ufe of them was, 
accafion’d niany Speculations , fome bave 
thought, that being afterward carry’d into 
Spain or Portugal, they might have beca of 
excellent Ufe there, if rightly apply’d, to 
have found out fome Knaves that lay hid 
in the Dark in allour TranfaGions on that 
fide, to have difcover’d French Spies, French 
Emiflaries, French Piftoles, &e. 

Not bur that the Sua fhines pretty clear 
in Spain, and they did not want Duy light, 
ut becavfe thofe People lay hid io the 
Dark, in Cabinets, and Councils of War, 


in Officers Pockets, and Whores Petticoats, 
in the Infides of a certain Dutcheffes Gold 
Plate, under. General- Officers Feathers, Ca- 
nopies of State, and the like, and Torches 
might be very ufeful to fearch thufe Cavh 
ties with 3 but of that hereafter. 

Now the French are bringing you an 
EQUIVALENT for your Torches, they 
wan'-d Light, and you want Eyes; and 
Torches being to fupply one, Spettseles wilk 
if rightly apply'd, affift the other, 

Ido not pretend to Intelligence enough 
to tell you, bow many Pair of Speacles they 
will bring over; no,no ; then I fhould be had 
up in fume of your Vapers for correfpond- 
ing with France; bat I moft own my felfa 
liccle accquainced with the Ufé of Proreftane 

les, ‘uch as come from France, by 


old Experiences; wherefore,beloved Friends, 
let 
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let me enter a little into the Debate with 
you, about this moft ufeful Sudje@, and in 
order to tell you what Sort of Spectacles 
thefe are, that the French are bringing 
over; lec me tell you a little hiftorrcally, 
how often we int England have made Ufc of 
French Spe€tacles, what Sort of Things they 
were, and what wonderful Cures they 
wrought in the refpettive Diftempers of the 
Times, and the Occations in which they 
were apply’d, and ‘tis but a Piece of Juftice 
to the French to own, that we have beea 
frequently cured of our National Blindnefs, 
by the Affiltance of the very Eyes they have 
fent use : 

To go back to the Re(toration, not but 
that French. Spe&tacles had been ufeful before 
that, at the Ile of RHE, the Siege of RO 
CHELLE, and in other Cafes at Home } 
but we wut bygin fomewbere, and 1 don't 
care to ravel into thofe Ages of Comfufion, but 
I begin at the Reftoration—Excefs of Joy at 
the bringing Home our young King C... 
II. 49 al Exceffes are fatal in the ar whe- 
ther Palitick or Natural; Excefs of Joy, I 
fay, having at firft over-fpread the Nation, 
it threw us into a ftrange Dizzinefs of the 
Head, a Kiad of a National Vertigo or 
Swimiog ofthe Brain—Indeed it was tear’d 
by fume wife People, ic would have iflued 
in a general Lunacy 3 for the poor giddy 
headed People run fo headlong iato all man- 
ner of State-Idolatry, worthipping of Court 
Idols, and debauching themfelves by Cour 
Bxamples, that all che Wortd begin to think 
us mad; bat when the firft Heat of the 
Diftemper had a little diffuled It (elf, and 
began to be exhaufteds as Naturc re- 
covered Strength, the Difeafe thifted, 
and fell upon the Eyes of the Nution, and 
very dim fig bted we were. 

Nay, this Blindnefs fo fpread ir felf, chat 
we could hardty fee Geod from Evil, {ee 
our Way into Mifchief, or out of ic— We 
could fee no Bvil in univerfal Debauchery, 
no Mifchief ina P...pes Government, a 
fewd Court, a drunken Country, a debau- 
ched M...ch, or an immoral Nation; 
We fawno Evil in encroaching Tyrannies, 
Unoatural Perfecutions, or illegal Tolera- 
tions : We faw no Mifchiefs in lending our 
Forces toa Frensh Popifh Monarch, to op- 


prefs Proteftant States, felling Dunkirk, de- 
molifhing Tangier, fending: Models of our 
Ships, and hiring @uilders to France, to ine 
ftruét the French how to raife their ‘Naval 
Strength bevond our Power of beating 
them. 

Fo goon, we {aw no Mifchiet in dil-tran- 
chifisg Corporations. Teft-bindiag our 
Magiftrates, giving up our Native ind Na- 
tional Liberties 5 in Bribing the El¢@ors, 
and Penfien-baiting the Eleéted ; garbling 
Parliaments, multiplying Lord+, or dee 
bauching Commons And a thonfand 
fuch Things as thefe, which were pra@ifed 
upon us ia the Time of our dim-fighted 
Circumftances. 

Sc mifty was our Sight, and fo dark our 
Politick Underftandiogs, that we were 
A to embrace Shadows for Subftance ; 
Dzath inftead of Life, Bondage for Liber- 
ty, Tyranny for Law, and a Popith Prince 
to defend the Protcftant Religion. 

Will any Man fay, we were not blind 4. 
nough, and that a National Dimnefs had not 
over-{préad us? Egyptisn Darknels was no- 
thing to thofe Times; this was a Dark- 
nefs that might be felr, fy, and it was felt 
With aVengeante,for it ruc us into the Jaws 
of Dsftrution, Blood, Slavery and Death. 

And tow let usexamine, bow we came to 
fee, and who were our Do@ors,-— Not a 
Phyfician in the whole Nation could help 
us; afew honeft Fellows pretended to put 
on Englifs Spe€acles upon our Noles to 
help out Sight, but wecould not bear the 
Operation, threw away che Glaffes with Dif 
dain, and deliver'd up the Doéters to be 
murther’d by the Authors of our Bindnefs? 
Indeed we loft feme good horeft Phyficians 
that way, fach as or Ruffel, Dr. Spdney, 
Dr. Cornifh, Dr. Armffrong, Dr. Colledge, 
and many others; and one poor honeft 
Woman Doétor, that had pretty good Skill, 
and might have done us fome Good, Mre 
Gaunt. 

Then Doftor Mor month, and fome others 
affembled, and chogghe they had found out 
a Proje@ for our Cure; bur we were (u far 
gone in the Diftémper, that we would joyn 
nothing of our uwn Affidance jn it, and 
who can cure Men againft their Wiil? So 
their Proje& fel with chem. 


But 
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But fhall I tell. yon how we recover’d at 
laft? Indeed all by French Spefacles! and 
‘tho’ it was very gradually they were apply’d 
ac firft, yet their Operation was certain, 
and the Cure prevail’, till che Nation ens 
tirely recaver'd its Sight: Jo meg fay, but 
they ‘have loft fome of whe Clearnefs that 
they bad at firft, and begin to ftand in need 
of new Spe@acles; but of that hereafter. 

“But as tothe Cure, fome French Whores 
commg over in the Year ;672, or there» 
abouts, among a great many: French Koick- 
Knacks, brought overa few of theit Coun- 

ry Spectacles, and thefe falling into good 
ands, and being. well appip’d, recover'd 
fome People out of their ‘Dizzisefs and 
Blindnefs, and tho’ che Deb: ucheriesof the 
Time contianed, yet a great atany of our 
blind L—s began tofee, fuch as Bamnom, 
Roch——r, Shafts—y, Whar—pn, and a grea 
many more 4 aod phefe. began a Party o 
Spettade Wearers, very near the Court, 
and render’d King C...~I}A very uneafie. 
~But the Number of Spe@acles thofe-Frescb 
Ladies brought over, being but few, the 
Cure by Confequence could not (pread- very 
far, and f thofe illuminated Gentiemen 


fell, moft of them, ender che bliad Fury. of 


the Times, as vefore. 

Then the Pepifh Plot came upon the 
Stage ; and the Plotters, among their. black 
BiWs and confecrated Kajves, and a thoufaad 
things our blind Imagination form’d to us, 
had however this Reality, that they 
brought ustwo Millionsat leaf of thele 
French Spe@acles. 


And really had we ¢¢ntinued to. make Ue 
of the Light, they fit gave us, we had 
been acompleatly illuminated, Nation long 
ago, for at that time we began to fee clear- 
ly 3 Imuft confels, chis will fill confirm 
the Maxim, I laidtdown at firt, Thes we 
are never illuminated si eur Enemies opere 
sur Eyes 5 bat the whole Nation {eem’d now 
te opea their Eyes’at once, and no fooner 
was it done, but the wicked encroaching, 
Party fled like asouted Army, Tyraony 
aad Vilaay, Per-ecution; Invafion of Liber: 
ty, and Ditpenting with Law, feamper’d 
and igftantly.difappearid, juft as they wanld 
Yways do, if the Nation woold but held 
open their Byes, 

But, Sad is the Story to tell gox, Time and 
Want of a Recruit of Frehsh Spe@actes, 
render'd this great Curedncompleat, and 
phe Blindacfs- of the Nation by Degnees 
etura’d upon us to.a ftrange Heighth emo 

he-Hittory of which is toedong for this 
fhort.Paper, therefore 1 thal referr the refr 
of the Story to my next; in which. I thai) 
aot fai} ¢0.inform you, how another Parcel 


of French Spedtacies cur’d us again, 
The Ufo of this Hifserical Apcanot af 
French 6, wil) net, { Me, be un- 


profitable ;'not dopbting but J thall der tes 
fee, what need we -ftand. in of the prefeot 
French layalion, -andof whate xtraordiaary 
Benefit, a Ships aries or two of Prete- 
ftang spegtacles may be, to bath rhe Norsh 
and South of Britain, at chix JanQure. 


MISCELLANES. 


Cannot clofe up this Paper, without 
] Jeaving 2 little Room to advocate for 
the Men of Diftrefs in both thefe Nations. 

Compafion to the Miferable isa Duty at 
all Times ; but when Mifery becomes Na- 
tional, and the Difafters, that have over- 
rarn’d fome, bave been felt by the whol¢ 
Body ; when it is manifeft, that Thoufands 
of Families now in Difrefs, have been made 
fo by the Accident of the War, and rhe ter- 
rible Lofles which at home and abroad have 


been felt by the: Enemy, the Taking of 
Ships, the Stop of Commerce, and che De- 
cay of Manufadtares=The Nation feems ia 
Debt tofuch Men, at leat, a tittle more 
than at another Time. 

Again, Have there been Milcarriages io 
our Navy? Hes not our Trade been well 
guarded? Have our ships been loft for 
Waatof Convoy, when the Captains of the 
Men of War have refufed co guard aa for 

ant 
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Want of a Bribe? Have our Iflands b-en 
ravag’d by che French, on- Newfound- Land 
Trade been loft, our Ruffis Ships been ta- 
Ken, and almofe every Trade been plun- 
der'dat Sea? And have thefe Things, and 
the like, from the firft of thefe Wars, 
brought ageneral Decay wpon Trade, and 
‘pain’d and iinpoverifh’d owe Tradefmen ? 
Rea!ly the Nation isin Debt to rhe wretch- 
ed Famisies that are thus rain’d, and ted 
feem to have adouble Claim to the publie 
Cleméncy! — And this] fpeak in general 
upon this Account 

There have been:deveral abortive At- 
tempts-mide in thefe dacrer Years, to do 
famething for the general Relief of Men re- 
duc’dand diftrciedtin Trades and frill it 
has been clog'd with fuch Limitations of 
Sams, aad fuch Oaths, thatthe trac Oops 
of this Compathon, of whom I have pen 
fpeakings' tive had little Berefic by it, 
thei¢ Sune boimg toolarge ; aad of thofe 
thachave receiv'd Relief by it. the whole 
StvefS. nas gure’d fo much upon Oaths, that 
the hard-moush’d, lron-confcienc’d D¢bror 
has always far’d: beR—————. Which is a mas 
nifef-Rachuragement to Perjory. 

Aviah wecame toan AG of D-liverance:; 
bet how atrial, how 4imitted to Men ot 
"Yrade, Wow Iefs to the Mercy of 4 of the 
Creditors? Who; if they are in Num- 
ber, and tsat aboye + in Valuc, may fer 
ever ruin add ftarve the Man abd his Fa- 
mily; thé iv is never fo apparert, that he 
peither has.nor under their Hands can have 
any thing to pay: How defe€tive therefore 
this A@ is, I fay, and how ic leaves fome in 
Gaot, who have been reatly ctear’d by tr, 
is hut too apparent. 

Upon the Union we werealways told,an 
AQ of general Kelief to Criminals fhould be 
obtain’d 3 and fince in our Cufton, Debt is 
Become Criminal, aeda Man may by War- 
rane be immur’d, till Death, berween two 
Watts 5 not for being unwilling, but for be- 
ing unable to pay, «Cruelty / want Words to 
expre(s: Since, I fay, Debt is become Cri- 
minad, and the Cruelty of Creditors has 
ob ‘aio’d Laws fo reacn Mens Blood for their 
Monty, the Nation cap do fo lefs, thin 
forseties give an A& of Grace to reftore 
‘Life to the Miforabic, and \et Men breath 
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agaio after Floods of Misfortunes ; that this 
Country may ao longer out-do ia Cruelty 
the moft barbarous Nations ia che World. 

In the Days of King Charlesi]. we had an 
A@ to releafe all Bankrupts, who upon 
Oath could affirms, they had rots / lett in 
the Werld, aod withogt Limitation of the 
Sum’; and 1 could nam. you now feveral 
Aourifhing Families, and confiderable Mer- 
chatits upon the Excbange,whowere deliver’d 
by that Act, and being reftor’d to the Com- 
moo-wealth, have by theic Indutrry railed 
themfelves to good Fortunes again; and a® 
mong thefe, fome Inftances can be given, 
to the Honour of that Clemency, of Per- 
fons fo difcharg’d, who have fu&y repaid 
their Debts, from which they have been 
fo difcharg’d ; others have liv’d to fee fome 
of their Creditors fall into Diftrefs,and have 
reliev'd them. 

I know, there wil be Oppéfitionto any 
A@ of this Nature, and we feea Petition 
already exhibited in the Name ot thé Citi- 
zens ot London agaiaft che prefent Bill. (Vide 
the Votes) Uf the Petitioners had call’d 
themfelves fome Cittrems of London, it might 
poffibly have been trae; bot 4s is is, I pre- 
fume to fay, fs cammot be true, much lefs 
MODEST. When] hear, what their lear 
ned Council can afledge againit difcharging 
Men thar havenothiag to pay, and are rea- 
4v-te deliver up even their Beds from un 
derthem'upon Oath, and are content, that 
they, who {train their Confcierces tor their 
Liberty, if @ay fuch can be found, fhall be 
hang’d asa Thief, when, I fay, JI cam 
hear, what any Lawyer cin alledaec again{t 
this, 2 foaltfxy more to the Swbje. 


 — 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
T HE Famous LOZENGES being effe~ 

_ Swal in all Scorbucick Cafes; they eafe 
Pains in the Hea@ and Stomach, caufe a good 


Appetite, purifie the Blood, and give {j 

Retief in Rheumatifms, Drepfi Be | con. 

and totally deftroy the very Seed Worms. 
They cure Agues and Fevers of alt So 


ive prefent Eafe in ‘the Cholick, Stone an 
ravel, cleanie the Body after hard Drinks 
ing; as alfo after the SmallPox, Meailes, 
and Child-bearing, and are a more general 
Gathartick Medicine than any yet known, 
Prepar’d only Ly R. Owner, Apothecary, at 
the Peftle and Mortar, in Eaft Smithfield. 


